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To  the  Tani  boys  of  the  John  Firth  Middle  English 
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thorough  study  of  your  language,  here  is  a  beginning.  For 
your  share  in  it,  ’ayadoh.' 
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INTRODUCTION 


The  Apa  Tani  language  is  spoken  by  approximately  eleven 
thousand  people  in  NEFA,  India’s  North  East  Frontier  Agency. 
Because  the  Apa  Tanis  are  a  little-known  tribe,  a  brief  ethno¬ 
logical  sketch  of  them  is  included  here. 

Taning,  'man*,  is  the  tribe’s  name  for  itself.  To  their 
equivalent,  Tani,  the  neighboring  Nisi  tribes  have  added  Apa, 
the  affectionate  term  for  a  friend.  It  is  by  the  Nisi  name, 

Tani,  or  Apa  Tani,  that  the  tribe  is  known  in  the  Assam  Valley 
and  the  outside  world.  ^ 

The  Apa  Tanis  occupy  a  twenty-square-mile  valley  just  south 
of  the  centre  of  the  Subansiri  Frontier  Division.  Before  Indian 
Independence  in  1947,  the  almost  constant  warfare  among  neigh¬ 
boring  tribes  kept  most  Tanis  from  venturing  out  of  their  valley 
to  the  Assam  plains.  They  were  first  visited  in  1890  when  a  tea 
planter,  H.  M.  Crowe,  spent  Christmas  Day  in  their  valley.  In 
1944-45  and  again  in  1962,  they  were  studied  by  Christoph  von 
Fffrer-Haimendorf  whose  Himalayan  Barbary  and  The  Apa  Tanis  and 
Their  Neighbors  remain  our  chief  source  of  information  about  them. 
Since  Independence  the  Tanis  have  been  very  quick  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  peace  and  new  roads  to  begin  trading  with  the  plains. 
With  the  establishment  of  administrative  headquarters  in  their 
area  and  the  military  measures  necessary  to  meet  the  Chinese 


v 


* 


threat,  the  whole  Tani  tribe  is  feeling,  on  an  unprecedented 
scale,  the  impact  of  Indian  culture,. 

Visitors  to  the  Apa  Tani  valley  invariably  note  the  sharp 
difference  between  the  economic  system  and  social  structure  of 
the  Apa  Tanis  and  that  of  their  neighbors  in  the  Subansiri 
Division,  Of  the  Agency's  five  mountainous  divisions,  Suban¬ 
siri  has  by  far  the  most  inhospitable  terrain.  Here  the  turbu¬ 
lent  Nisi  and  Adi  tribes  eke  out  a  precarious  food  supply  by 
shifting  slash-and-burn  cultivation  supplemented  by  food  gather¬ 
ing  in  the  jungles.  Contrasting  with  these  mobile  folk  in  their 
difficult  hills  is  the  stable  and  orderly  community  of  the  valley. 

The  skill,  planning,  and  industry  of  Apa  Tani  farmers  has 
no  counterpart  in  NEFA  or  elsewhere  in  India.  Living  more  than 
five  hundred  to  the  square  mile,  without  using  animal  traction 
or  the  wheel,  and  using  only  wooden  tools  with,  more  recently, 
the  Assamese  iron  hoe,  the  Tanis  produce  enough  food  for  domestic 
consumption  and  a  surplus  for  trade. ^  Every  stream  running  into 
the  valley  is  used  to  flood  the  paddy  fields  on  the  flats  or  to 
irrigate  a  terraced  hillside.  High  land  is  allocated  for  orchards, 
house  and  granary  sites;  pine  and  bamboo  groves;  and  gardens  of 
beans,  chillies,  taro, ginger,  gourds,  and  tobacco.  Low  hill¬ 
sides  rimming  the  valley  produce  their  crops  of  dry  rics,  millet, 
corn,  bamboo,  and  pine<>  The  whole  area  looks  like  a  well-kept 
garden. 
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Because  the  scarcity  of  land  does  not  permit  the  raising 
of  livestock  in  the  valley,  Tanis  have  established  a  complex 
network  of  trading  agreements  with  nearby  Nisi  villages.  Like 
their  neighbors,  Tanis  use  goats,  pigs,  chickens,  and  mithun, 
a  small  semi -domesticated  buffalo  (bos  frontalis),  for  sacri¬ 
fice  and  food.  Nisis  graze  Tani  mithun  for  a  share  of  the  calves 
and  exchange  goats  and  pigs  for  surplus  rice.  The  skilled  Tani 
weavers  supply  NisiSwith  cloth  in  return  for  raw  cotton.  Tibetan 
valuables  like  swords,  bells,  and  beads  which,  together  with 
mithun,  are  high-denominational  currency  in  the  area,  are  ob¬ 
tained  from  Nisi  traders  in  the  north. 

Social  as  well  as  geographical  stability  marks  Tani  society. 
Before  Independence,  slavery  was  prevalent  throughout  NEFA. 

But  while  economic  misfortune  or  capture  in  a  raid  might  reduce 
a  Nisi  or  Adi  to  slave  status,  his  own  hard  work  and  clever 
trading  or  the  intervention  of  his  clan  members  could  as  easily 
restore  him  to  free  society.  Among  Tanis,  however,  the  social 
classes,  mite  and  mura,  free  and  slave,  are  distinct  and  heredi¬ 
tary.  Boys  and  girls  of  both  classes  may  belong  from  childhood 
to  the  same  'patang*,  (work  gang)  and  carry  on  for  years  the 
casual  liaisons  common  among  patang  members,  but  mite  and  mura 
may  never  marry.  Each  mura  clan  is  ritually  related  to  a  mite 
clan  but  there  are  certain  mite  rituals  from  which  they  are  de¬ 
barred.  It  is  into  the  mura  clans  that  foreigners  are  absorbed. 
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The  small  nuclear  Tani  family  contrasts  with  the  extended 
family  which  is  the  central  institution  of  Nisi  Adi  society,. 

In  one  long  Nisi  house  may  live  up  to  two  hundred  persons,  a 
man,  his  sons,  and  their  many  wives  and  servants.  The  small 
Tani  houses,  on  the  other  hand,  are  occupied  only  by  a  mother 
and  father  and  their  unmarried  children.  While  the  Tani  bride 
is  first  brought  to  her  husband *s  home,  she  is  moved  into  a 
house  of  her  own  as  soon  as  her  father-in-law  can  afford  it 
and  it  appears  that  the  marriage  is  going  to  succeed.  Poly¬ 
gamy,  the  desirable  norm  among  Nisis,  is  rare  among  Tanis  as 
is  the  arranged  marriage.  Bride  price  is  obligatory  among 
Nisis  but  a  gift  to  the  bride* s  father  is  only  a  matter  of 
courtesy  among  Tanis.  Perhaps  because  they  are  not  regarded 
as  purchasable  property,  Tani  women  are  not  required  to  adhere 
to  the  strict  standards  of  sexual  morality  demanded  of  Nisis. 
The  Nisi  woman  must  remarry  into  her  husband* s  clan;  the  Tani, 
within  the  limitations  imposed  by  her  class  and  strict  rules 
of  clan  exogamy,  is  free  to  make  her  own  choice  again.  The 
Tani  wife’s  freedom  even  extends  to  the  disposal  of  property, 
including  land,  without  consulting  her  husband. 

Tani  villages  have  a  more  important  function  than  do 
their  Nisi  counterparts.  While  Nisi  longhouses  are  grouped 
together  in  villages,  loyalties  extend  only  to  the  houses  of 
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clan  members  or  to  those  with  whom  individual  alliances  have 
been  negotiated,  never  to  the  entire  village.  Among  the  Tanis 
also  there  is  a  high  degree  of  clan  solidarity.  Each  clan  or 
group  of  related  clans  has  its  own  'nago*  (hut)  for  ceremonial 
purposes,  its  *lapang*  (sitting  platform)  for  councils,  and 
its  •buliang*  (clan  elder)  to  represent  it  in  quarrels  or  dis¬ 
cussions  with  other  clans  or  villages.  Tani  villages,  however, 
do  function  as  units  in  such  important  matters  as  settlement  of 
quarrels  about  land,  celebration  of  certain  festivals,  and  ritual 
abstention  from  work. 

The  Tanis  live  in  seven  villages  of  thatch-and-bamboo  pile 
houses.  No  village  is  more  than  an  hour's  walk  from  its  neigh¬ 
bor.  Hang,  the  largest,  is  on  the  southeast  of  the  valley  with 
Hari  and  Bela  to  its  north.  West  of  the  Kile  River,  which  bi¬ 
sects  the  valley  from  north  to  south,  are  Haja,  Duta,  Mudang 
Tage,  and  Miche  Bamin.  Villages  are  divided  into  wards  occupied 
by  specific  clans  and  represented  by  their  buliangs  in  affairs 
concerning  the  whole  village.  For  ritual  purposes  Hang  acts 
alone,  Hari  and  Bela  together,  and  the  four  smaller  villages, 
as  a  third  unit.  Twice  yearly  the  villages  join  in  celebrating 
the  Morom  and  Mloko  festivals Peace  among  the  villages  is 
ensured  by  ancient  and  perpetual  non-aggression  pacts  called 
•dapo' . 
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The  Tanis  have  conflicting  traditions  of  origin  but  most 
say  they  came  from  'beyond  the  Kamala  and  Subansiri  Rivers' 
in  three  separate  waves  of  immigration  corresponding  to  their 
three  ritual  units.  However,  there  is  also  the  story  that 
they  came  from  south  of  the  Brahmaputra  and  travelled  north¬ 
ward  to  Tibet.  On  their  return  to  the  fertile  valley  they 
had  noted  on  their  way  up  they  brought  a  type  of  male  bamboo 
and  the  huge  pines  (pinus  excelsa)  which  grow  exclusively  in 
their  valley.  Like  their  Nisi  neighbors,  they  claim  descent 
from  the  mythical  ancestor,  Abo  Tani,  for  whom  they  are  named. 
Like  all  but  four  of  NEFA's  thirty-odd  tribes,  they  belong  to 
the  same  culture  complex  as  the  trans-Brahmaputra  tribes  of 

h, 

Assam  and  Nagaland  and  such  Burmese  tribes  as  the  Chins. 

Despite  the  obvious  differences  between  Tanis  and  their 
neighbors  in  NEFA,  there  are  very  basic  similarities.  Under 
differing  economic  methods  is  the  same  core  of  highly  in¬ 
dividualistic,  capitalistic  ideas.  Among  the  Nisis,  wealth  is 
reckoned  in  movables,  Tibetan  valuables,  mithun,  women,  and 
Assamese  silk  cloths,  and  the  concept  of  individually-owned 
land  is  unknown.  Tani  great  ones  are  the  ones  who  own  lando 
But  among  both  tribes  the  acquisition  of  wealth  is  man's 
greatest  achievement;  crimes  against  property  are  punishable 
by  death;  and,  in  affairs  touching  their  prestige,  wealthy 
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men  indulge  in  'lisidu',  a  ritual  destruction  of  wealth 
similar  to  the  potlatch  of  America's  Northwest  Coast  Indians,, 
Facial  tattoos,  the  red  cane  tails  of  the  men,  and  the 
large  blue-green  earrings  and  nose  plugs  of  the  women,  give 
Tanis  a  distinctive  appearance#  But  under  the  different  orna¬ 
mentation  they,  like  their  neighbors,  show  the  same  imperfect 
blending  of  two  racial  types,  the  predominant  Mongoloid  and 
a  taller,  longer-headed  type# 

Like  their  neighbors  in  NEFA,  Tanis  believe  in  an  after¬ 
life#  Neli,  the  land  of  the  dead,  is  situated  under  the  earth# 
Life  there  is  a  shadowy  replica  of  life  in  the  Apa  Tani  Valley 
with  the  rich  still  rich  and  the  poor  still  poor#  Talimoko, 
a  less  happy  land  of  the  dead  located  in  the  sky,  is  inhabited 
by  the  spirits  of  those  who  have  been  killed  or  who  have  died 
in  accident  or  childbirth#  Priests  and  shamans  propitiate  the 
malignant  ancestral  ghosts,  '?igehj  who  return  from  Talimoko 
to  plague  men,  as  well  as  the  *?ui?',  innumerable  pairs  of 
male  and  female  deities  who  are  in  charge  of  men's  affairs#  Tani 
views  of  these  '?ui?'  are  entirely  anthropomorphic#  Priests 
who  see  them  in  trances  describe  them  as  looking  like  Tanis 
or  NisiS;  they  accept  for  sacrifice  the  same  things  men  consider 
valuable.  Taking  omens  by  examining  yolks  of  eggs  or  the  en¬ 
trails  of  fowl  is  the  means  by  which  the  future  may  be  foretold, 
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ill  luck  averted,  and  the  sources  of  illness  diagnosed#  Very 
important  is  the  worship  of  Danyi  Pulo,  the  sun-moon  deity# 

In  his  Philosophy  for  NEFA#  anthropologist  Verrier  EL  win 
writes, 

For  centuries  the  real  ruler  of  the  tribal 
people  has  been  environment#  It  has  shaped  their 
bodies,  directed  their  art,  forced  Babel  on  their 
tongue#  ##5 

With  its  high  mountain  ranges  and  its  deep  river  valleys, 
Subansiri  Division  is  a  babel  of  dialects#  People  who  feel 
themselves  to  be  of  the  same  race  but  who  come  from  widely- 
separated  points  communicate  only  with  great  difficulty# 

But  from  the  northern  border  to  the  Nisi  villages  on  the  plains, 
contiguous  communal ects  are  always  mutually  intelligible# 

Only  at  the  Apa  Tani  Valley  is  there  a  language  barrier#  Un¬ 
less  they  have  learned  one  another's  languages  through  trade 
or  work  relationships,  Tanis  cannot  communicate  with  other 
people  of  Subansiri# 

Here  again,  however,  the  linguistic  picture  reflects  the 
cultural#  In  spite  of  the  immediately  obvious  differences, 
there  is  the  underlying  core  of  sameness#  Using  mutual  in¬ 
telligibility  as  the  criterion,  Tani  must  be  classified  as  a 
language  separate  from  the  other  languages  of  the  area#  But 
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a  check  with  a  basic  word  list  in  Tani,  two  Nisi  dialects, 
and  Gallong  Adi  of  the  Siang  Frontier  Division,  showed  that 
Tani  shares  between  seventy  and  eighty  per  cent  of  its  basic 
vocabulary  with  each  of  the  other  communal eets.^ 

Though  Tani  speech  is  more  homogeneous  than  that  of  any 
other  group  of  similar  size  in  the  area,  each  of  the  seven 
villages  does  have  its  characteristic  dialect.  Unsophisticated 
adult  visitors  listening  to  a  tape  or  record  prepared  by  a 
school  boy  can  always  identify  his  village  correctly.  Larger 
dialect  differences  do  not  parallel  traditional  village  group¬ 
ings.  For  example,  though  Bela  is  ritually  linked  to  Hari, 
its  dialect  more  closely  resembles  those  of  the  Haja,  Duta, 
Modang  Tage  and  Miche  Bamin  group.  The  Hari  dialect  is  felt 
to  be  especially  different,  difficult,  and  'sweet  to  hear'.^ 
Besides  the  language  of  casual  speech,  some  Tanis  use 
a  highly- stylized  language  for  singing  their  songs  of  creation 
and  for  certain  stories  and  poems.  Besides  this  language, 
used  only  by  the  initiated,  there  is  a  secret  language  formed 
by  reversing  syllables  of  words. 

Oratory  is  highly-developed  and  much  admired  among  the 
Tanis.  Even  very  young  boys  take  pride  in  expressing  themselves 
well  before  a  group  of  people.  Arguments  are  never  settled 
without  lengthy  speeches  on  both  sides  and  much  advice  and 
moralizing  by  intermediaries. 
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The  following  phonology  of  the  Apa  Tani  word  is  based 
on  the  casual  speech  of  Habung  Tagya  of  Bela  Village*  Shorter 
word  lists  elicited  from  Koj  Laleng  of  Bela  and  Hage  Koji  of 
Hari  were  used  as  a  check* 

On  Assam’s  North  Bank,  multilingualism  is  the  norm  for 
men  and  boys.  Besides  their  mother  tongue,  the  informants 
spoke  Nisi,  Hindi,  and  Assamese  with  varying  degrees  of  fluency. 
They  had  been  exposed  to  three  or  four  years  of  formal  education 
in  English  as  well*  Tagya  was  chosen  as  the  main  informant 
because  he  was  the  oldest,  about  nineteen*  Also,  he  had  been 
away  from  his  village  the  shortest  length  of  time,  a  little 
over  a  year*  He  was  least  fluent  in  Assamese,  the  language  in 
which  the  sessions  had  to  be  conducted,  but  two  devices  helped 
overcome  this  disadvantage*  The  words  elicited  were  from  a 
list  formerly  used. in  English  sessions  with  a  Nisi  college 
student*  Where  Tagya  could  not  respond  to  an  Assamese  word, 
he  could  usually  give  the  Tani  equivalent  for  a  Nisi  word. 

Also  Koji  sat  with  him  in  most  sessions*  After  eight  years 
on  the  plains,  he  spoke  fluent  Assamese  and  knew  some  English 
so  could  help  if  difficulties  in  communication  arose* 

The  single  words  were  reoorded  on  tapes  in  North 
Lakhimpur,  Assam,  and  transcribed  at  the  University  of 
Alberta. 
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NORTH  EAST  FRONT 


NOTES 


1  I  have  followed  Christoph  von  Fflrer-Haimendorf * s  sug¬ 
gestion  that  the  Dafla  and  Miri  tribes  of  Kameng,  Subansiri, 
and  Siang  Frontier  Divisions  are  more  correctly  called  Nisi, 
their  own  name  for  thems elves «  He  cites  examples  of  linguis¬ 
tic  and  cultural  uniformity  and  common  traditions  as  proof 
that  the  distinction  between  them  is  an  arbitrary  one  made 
by  plains  people..  Closely  related  to  the  Nisi  tribe  are  the 
Adis,  Adi  again  is  the  tribe* s  name  for  itself  and, follow¬ 
ing  the  practice  of  independent  India *s  administrative 
officers,  I  have  used  it  instead  of  the  offensive  plains  terra, 
Abor,  by  which  the  tribe  was  formerly  known, 

^  According  to  the  1961  census  of  India,  there  are 
10,7^5  Tanis  in  2,520  households  in  the  valley, 

3  That  Mloko  and  Morom  are  fertility  festivals  is  evi¬ 
dent,  Phallic  dances  and  prooessions  of  men  and  boys  led  to 
the  fields  by  a  priest  scattering  rice,  mark  the  Morom  festival; 
Prayers  to  Kilo  and  Kiru,  gods  of  the  earth,  and  sacrifices 
by  clans  in  their  village  gardens  are  some  of  the  Mloko  rites. 

It  is  incumbent  on  the  eldest  male  of  each  Tani  household  to 
keep  these  feasts.  The  few  Tanis  who  live  on  the  plains  send 
household  representatives  back  to  their  ancestral  villages 
to  observe  them. 
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^  Sachin  Roy,  Aspects  of  Padam-Minyong  Culture, 
pp. 259-263;  Christoph  von  Fttrer-Haimendorf ,  Apa  Tanis  and 
Their  Neighbors,  p.6.  The  North  East  Frontier  Agency,  divided 
from  west  to  east  into  Kameng,  Subansiri,  Siang,  Lohit,  and 
Tirap  Frontier  Divisions,  is  the  home  of  approximately  600,000 
tribals0  Except  for  four  Buddhist  tribes,  two  of  the  Tibetan 
pattern  in  Kameng,  and  two  in  Lohit  related  to  the  Shans  and 
Kachins  of  Burma,  all  NEFA  tribes  belong  to  the  same  *bamboo 
culture*  complex  as  the  trans-Brahmaputra  tribes.  Sachin  Roy 
sees  them  as  originally  one  people,  divided  and  pushed  back 
into  the  hills  by  waves  of  immigrants  coming  into  the  Assam 
Valley  from  the  east.  Von  Ftlrer-Haimendorf  points  out  strong 
resemblances  between  the  Naga  and  Chin  feasts  of  merit  and  the 
Tani  notables*  provision  of  meat  for  villagers  at  festival 
time. 

-5  Verrier  El  win,  A  Philosophy  for  NEFA,  p.6.  Tani 
dialects  are  always  identified  by  the  name  of  the  village,. 

Nisi  dialects  are  identified  either  by  the  name  of  the  clan  or 
by  the  general  geographic  area.  I  have  seen  teenage  speakers 
of  the  Yano  dialect  from  the  plains  below  Kameng  in  tears  of 
frustration  over  their  inability  to  communicate  with  members 
of  the  same  Nisi  tribe  from  Subansiri.  On  the  other  hand, 
Nisis  from  the  lower  part  of  Subansiri  seem  to  have  little 
trouble  communicating  with  Gallong  Adis  from  deep  in  Siang. 
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^  The  following  comparative  list  exemplifies  some  fairly 


typical  compare 

.sons  s 

Tani 

Licha  Nisi 

Bengya  Nisi 

Gallong  Adi 

gandAh 

giida 

gai}da 

giidaA 

earth 

yasih 

Us 

Us 

Uhi 

water 

?al££h 

Ula? 

laa? 

?£Lak 

hand 

talyitoh 

tiixtoh 

tifto* 

t&katok 

ask  (impO 

Udlrj 

dumpoh 

dumpoh 

dumpoh 

head 

koi) 

?akin 

?akin 

Ukln 

one 

?  The  Bela  informants  said,  "When  one  of  our  girls  marries 
into  any  other  village,  it  is  only  a  matter  of  weeks  until  her 
speech  fits  in.  But  a  girl  who  goes  to  Hari  will  be  a  year  learn¬ 
ing  their  dialect." 
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1.1. 


Phoneme  Inventory 


Apa  Tani  has  the  following  phonemes; 


Consonants 


Bilabial 

Dental 

Alveolar 

Alveopalatal 

Velar 

Glottal 

Stops  vl • 

P 

t 

c 

k 

? 

vd. 

b 

d 

j 

g 

Fricatives 

s 

X 

h 

Nasals 

m 

n 

r7 

0 

Laterals 

1 

17 

Trill 

r 

Semivowel 

y 

Vowels 


>r 

Front 

Central 

Back 

High 

i 

i 

u 

Low 

e 

a 

o 

Tones 


High 

* 

Low 

Unmarked 

2 


1.2.  Attestation  of  Inventory 

1.2.1.  Examples  of  consonantal  contrasts  appear  in 

the  following  minimal  and  subminimal  pairs. 

1.2.1.1c  Contrasts  in  position  of  articulation. 

Stops : 

Voiceless : 

ruupirj  small  earrings  worn  by  men: 

ruutii)  large  earrings  worn  by  women; 

papu  egg:  pacuh  chick;  taparih  stocks : 

takarii  star;  haapAh  plateau : 

ha?al6h  branch;  tatii  frog :  ta^acih  crab; 

taaruh  bad  to  drink:  kaaruh  ugly; 

taml?  fly:  ?amlih  shade;  payopaacoh  thank  you: 

raako?  tortoise;  dac^rj  metal : 

l 

ha?aloh  branch;  kubuh  rat:  ?dguh  hearth. 

Voiced: 


sibliq  goat:  sidin  deer;  ?abuuh  fertile: 


. 


... 


' 


. 
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Stops :  ( continued ) 

Voiced: 

?£juh  features ;  taburj  smallpox: 

?agu  r)  tongue;  ?adlrj  head:  ?ajln  friend; 
daaruh  can*t  walk:  gaaroh  field; 
ja&ntdtih  fat:  gaand£h  earth. 

Fricatives : 

soojai)  lizard:  xooncarj  corner; 
saampoh  basket:  haaluh  clan;  xuh  old: 

huuh  who. 

Nasals : 

mooh  lie:  nooh  you:  rpoh  I; 

punuh  brain:  pun^dh  spoon;  mllloh  husband: 

n^ilboh  guest;  nyaacuh  lip:  rjarniih  laughing. 

Laterals : 

hullh  boil  (noun):  hul-Vi7  lard. 

Trill  and 

Semivowel:  tarl?  itch:  tayl?  leprosy. 


■ 


- 
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1.2ol.2c  Contrasts  in  manner  of  articulation <> 

Bilabial : 

paate  tiger:  baaldpapu  seedling: 
marpuiih  corn  tasselo 

Dental  and 

Alveolar:  taaruh  bad  to  drink:  daaruh  canft  walk: 

saampyah  earth-carrying  basket: 
naarili)  fence  for  bamboo  grove; 
laancar)  red:  raako?  tortoisec 
Alveopalatal : 

ciru?  purse:  jlijli  blue-green: 
n7i?imoh  face;  lyegoh  threshold: 
yasih  water  o 

Velar : 

koobrAi}  bracelet:  godmuh  moustache: 
xooncar)  corner:  rjooh  I. 

Glottal:  ?eemoh  paddy :  he?eteh  irrigation  channel  inside 


a  field* 


i 
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l°2e2o  Examples  of  vowel  contrasts  are  cited  below* 

Io2o2olo  Contrasts  in  tongue  height  among  single  vowels* 
Front  Vowels; 

in71h  sweet  potato;  ?£nyeh  .jungle  potato , 
taro* 

Central  Vowels; 

tape  tattoo ;  tapl?  leecho 

Back  Vowels; 

?aatuh  baby  or  small  thing; 

?I£toh  term  of  address  for  father-in-law  or 
grandfather 9  literally  *lord*o 
1o2o2o2®  Contrasts  in  degree  of  fronting  among  single 

vowels  * 

High  Vowels  s 

mltih  master;  mitih  fix;  sidln  deer : 

suduu  bamboo  water  vessel,  Assamese  chunga; 
tarl?  1*  itch  20  grass;  tard?  ant* 
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Low  Vowels: 

?a£teh  elder  brother  or  paternal  uncle: 
?&£t£h  elder  sister  or  paternal  aunt: 

?££toh  father-in-law  or  grandfather c 

1.2.3.  Examples  of  contrasts  between  high  and  low 

tone. ^ 

/ t££ruh/  bad  to  hear.  shouldn*t  or  can*t 
be  heard:  / taaruh/  bad  to  drink.  canft 

drink;  /tar 1*/  1.  itch  2.  grass :  /t£ri y 
hail  or  sleet;  /tan6h/  mucus:  /tSnoh/ 
thread. 

1.3.  Allophony 

1.3.1c  Consonant  Allophones. 

The  phonemes  /p  t  c  k  ?/  have  unaspirated 

voiceless  stop  allophones  in  all  positions: 
/pil&}/  [p£lai}~  pil££]  yellow;  /tiyi?/ 


. 
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[tiyi?]  sweet;  /cllrih/  [cllrfh]  Tibetan 
sword;  /fi ci/  [*abf]  pain;  /k£coh/  [k£c£h] 
dirty. 

The  phonemes  /b  d  g/  have  voiced  stop  allo- 
phones  [b  d  g],  in  initial  positions  /b£rmi/ 
[bl?mA]  younger  sister;  /bll£ah/  [bil£6h] 
Bela,  one  of  the  seven  Apa  Tani  villages; 

/d£n7i/  [d£nyl]  sun;  /dlpyoh/  [dlpydh] 
Thief;  /g6omdh/  [g$5imSh]  moustache; 

/gaand£h/  [gaanda*h]  earth, 

/b  g/  have  voiced  fricative  allophones  [  b  g  ] 
with  occasional  free  variation  to  stops  [  b  g]  when  occur¬ 
ring  intervocalically  and  in  consonant  clusters:  /nyflboh/ 
[nyl£b6h]  guest;  /gorb^rj/  [gorbll]  shoulder;  /haabyarj/ 
[haaby££]  breast;  /tabu^/  [tabdr)]  smallpox;  / yorbiih/ 


[y5rb£lh]  mountain;  /hubytih/  [hubytih]  scabbard;  /fagup] 
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[?aguu]  tongue;  /ya£gi/  [ya£gi]  basket; 
/tanogorg6h/  [tanogorg5h]  snail;  /?arg6?/ 

[?arge?]  quiver  for  arrows;  /yuugyarj/ 

[yuugy|l]  altar;  /?igyih/  [?igy£h]  malignant 
ghost;  /^adbah/  [?aabah,~  ?£abah]  father; 

/?uguh/  [?uguh  ~?uguh]  hearth » 

In  the  environments  listed  above  /d/  has  stop 
allophone  [d]  with  occasional  free  variation  to  [d];  /haadilh/ 

I 

[haadiih]  anger;  /pard£h/  [pardah]  straight  road;  /?llrd£h/ 
[^ard^h^fJid.rdah]  tomorrow;  /klnudah/  [karald^b  k&nddah} 
seventh  day» 

The  phoneme  / s/  has  allophones  [£]  preceding 
high  front  vowels  and  [s]  elsewhere:  /yasih/  [ya<  sih^ 
ya<st]  water;  /tasig/  [ta<  slp^ta<  sli  ]  shrimp;  /tas4p/ 

o  © 

[ta<SAi}]  bead;  /yasoh/  [ya<  s6h]  cane. 


. 
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The  phoneme  / x/  has  velar  fricative  allo«. 
phone  [  x  ]  in  all  positions? 

/xdh/  [xuh]  oldo 

The  phoneme  jhf  has  glottal  fricative 
allophone  [  h  ]  in  all  positions? 

/haaltih/  [haaluh]  clan® 

The  phoneme  /m/  has  allophone  [  m  ] 
in  all  positions? 

/muddh/  [mud oh]  rain® 

The  phoneme  /n7/  has  allophone  [ny] 
in  all  positions? 

/n^ibyaith/  [nyibyaah]  quick 

The  phonemes  /n  n/  have  voiceless  allophones  [n  n] 


varying  freely  with  voiced  [n  9]  in  final  position® 
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Voiced  allophones  [n  rj]  occur  in  all  other  positions: 

/diimplr)/  [diimpir^  dimply]  ornamental  head  band; 

© 

/hal^ar^/  [haly^i}^  haly&Ar}]  plainsman  or  any 

O 

foreigner;  /r^ooh/  [rjooh]  Ij_  /nlimih/  [r^ilmih] 
me;  /rorjetah/  [r6getah]  again ;  /lapkuuh/  [lapkuuh] 
sitting  crooked;  /pae.rin/  [paarin  '  paaril ]  sparrow; 

/nooh/  [nooh]  you;  /nee suh/  [neesdh]  granary; 

/laancarj/  [laancarj]  red;  /leendah  [leendr*h] 
path. 

The  laterals  /l/  and  /ly/  have  voiced  dental 
and  alveopalatal  allophones  [1]  and  [ly]  respectively; 

/?aleh/  [?aleh]  wing.;  /fal^ar}/  [?a'ly|ar)]  ten, 

o 

The  phoneme  /r/  has  allophones  [s  r  r  r  r 
The  voiceless  trilled  allophone  [r]  occurs  utter¬ 
ance  finally;  /?emar/  [?eme£]  dew;  /mupur/  [mupu?] 


a  broken  valuable. 
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[r]  is  in  free  variation  with  [s]  following  a  velar 
©  • 

fricative;  /tano  paxruh/  [tano  p&xruh  taho  paxsul  snail 

f\  ©  • 

shell;  The  flapped  allophone  [r]  and  trilled  [r]  are  in 
free  variation  intervocalically;  /ldruh/  [lii?uh~lu?uh] 
bad  speech «  that  which  should  not  be  said;  / mirah/ 

[mi?&h*mir£h]  slave;  The  allophone  [*r]  is  in  free 
variation  with  [r]  utterance  initially:  /rildah/  [rlldah^ 
^lidah]  third  day;  /raako?/  [raako?~draak6?]  tortoise. 

The  voiced  central  glide  allophone  [r]  occurs  as 
second  member  of  utterance-initial  consonant  clusters: 
/prinyidah/  [prl.nyidah]  eighth  day;  /gruntai}/  [grunt^i}] 
matchmaker. 

The  trilled  allophone  [r]  occurs  in  all  other  positions: 
/kurmuh/  [kurmtih]  grasshopper;  /sarceh/  [sarce.h]  torn 
cloth. 

The  phoneme  /y/  has  a  voiced  alveopalatal  glide  allophone 
[y]:  /ywigyag/  [yuugyag]  altar. 


■ 


V*  /*• 


. 


. 
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lo3«>2e  Vowel  Allophones. 

The  high  vowels  phonemes  / i  u/  tend  to  be  more  tense 

when  doubled  or  accompanied  by  high  tone,  lax  when  occurring 

/ 

singly  and  accompanied  by  low  tone:  /mllpya^h/  [mllpya£h] 
early  rice;  / sal^l?/  [sa  lyl?]  blue- green;  /?abuiih/ 
[?abdilh]  fertile;  /s££atuh/  [sli  atuh]  calf;  /mis!/ 

[mCsl]  old  man;  /ta?aki?/  [ta?ak-C?]  ginger;  /putah/ 
[p\rt&h]  bird;  /y&muh/  [ya'rauh]  fire. 

The  high,  back  vowel  /u/  has  little  lip  rounding. 

The  high,  central  vowel  /i /  is  characteristically  lax: 
/tipe/  [ttpe]  tattoo;  /liipah/  [l*£tpah]  middle  child. 

The  high  vowels  /i  i  u/  have  voiceless  allophones 
[Uv]  utterance  finally  when  accompanied  by  low  tone  and 

©  o  © 

preceded  by  a  voiceless  consonant:  /hirti/  [h£rt( ]  foam; 

/?£  ci/  [?ac.t]  pain;  /ijiki/  [r}ik-lc]  mine;  /papu  /  [pipu'-' 
0  ° 

papv]  egg. 

O 


■ 
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There  is  one  example  in  the  corpus  of  voiceless  allo- 
phone  following  a  nasal  consonant  /pis£s£5ni/  Lpis£s££n^] 

o 

pine  tree. 

The  phonemes  /i  u/  have  nasal  allophones  [i  u]  when 
preceding  utterance  final  nasal  consonants  /n  9/.  Utterance 
finally,  sequences  of  single  vowel  plus  nasal  consonant  as 
[in]  or  [irj],  phonemically  /in/  are  in  free  variation  with 

o  J 

[ii]s  /kirlli}/  [kirllq^kirlii]  elbow;  /sidln/  [ sidln ^ 

4  ^  o  44 

sidif]  deer;  / subdr^/  [subtirj^  subdti]  sheep. 

Low  vowels  /  e  of  range  phonetically  from  mid  to  low, 
/o/  has  very  little  lip  rounding. 

Utterance  finally,  when  accompanied  by  low  tone,  the 
phoneme  /e/  has  voiceless  allophone  [e]s  /paate/  [pa^te— 
pa4te]  tiger. 

The  phoneme  /a/  has  the  allophones  (a<-  a~  a*~-  a  ~  ©) . 

The  allophone  [a< ]  precedes  alveopalatals ;  fyis ih/  [ya<sfh^/ 
y^L<s'C  ]  water ;  /?aiyi?/  [?a  lyl?]  wind, 

o 


‘  u  ] 


- 
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The  allophones  [a*]  and  [a]  are  in  free  variation 
preceding  velar  consonants:  /^el^arj/  [?elyaArj]  head  of  a 
cereal  grain  like  millet;  /tasar}/  [tasXrj]  bead® 

o 

The  allophone  (©)  precedes  the  phoneme  / r/ :  /tadarii/ 
[taderii]  worm;  /ligardoh/  [ligerdoh]  bent. 

The  allophone  [a]  occurs  in  all  other  positions: 
/yop£t6h/  [yopa.t6h]  leave  it  (imp.);  /ta£gi/  [t&lgC] 
sickle. 

Nasal  allophone  [aa]  is  in  free  variation  with 

[at}-ag],  phonemically  /ai}/,  utterance  finally  /tasarj/ 

© 

[tas/\g^  tasa^  a^  ]  be  a.  d 

1.3.3.  Pitch  Allophones 

High  pitch  is  always  accompanied  by  stress:  /mil^h/ 
[m£Ly3h]  flame;  /rudnih/  [  ruunjjh]  mad. 

1.3.4.  Vowel  allophones  conditioned  by  length. 

Single  vowels  when  accompanied  by  high  tone,  tend  to 
be  phonetically  longer  than  when  accompanied  by  low  tone 
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(but  still  in  contrast  with  doubled  vowels);  /yorbih/ 

[ySrbi.h]  mountain;  /?al6oh/  [?£.166h]  bone. 

1.4.  Distribution  of  Phonemes. 

1.4.1.  The  syllable  is  a  convenient  unit  for  considera¬ 

tion  of  the  Tani  word.  Each  syllable  contains  one  high  point 
of  sonority  which  is  always  a  vowel.  The  vowel  is  phonemically 
single  or  doubled.  The  commonest  syllable  type  begins  with  a 
consonant  or  a  cluster  of  two  consonants.  Syllables  may  be 
open  or  closed.  The  following  types  occur.  (C  representing 
any  consonant  and  V  any  single  or  doubled  vowel); 

CV;  /j£i /  black 

CVC;  /hir}/  three;  /yooh/  meat 

CCV;  /xr££/  six 

VC;  /koah/  grasshopper 
V;  /rj£i/  fish 


All  syllable  types  except  VC  may  occur  initially, 


i  -\ 
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medially,  or  finally;  VC  occurs  only  medially  and 
finally.  Canonical  shapes  of  words  are  as  follows: 


CV.  V: 

/gi.i/  fish 

CV. VC: 

/?a.u ?/  tail 

CV.CV: 

/d^.n^l/  sun 

CV.CVC: 

/t^.btih/  snake 

CV.CV. CVC: 

/p<5.?o.lan/  pasture 

CV. CV.CV. CVC: 

/?a.pul£.luh/  flower 

CVC. CVC: 

/por.sln/  .iungle  chicken 

CCV. CV.CVC: 

/gya.h&.mah /  leafy  vegetabl 

CV. CCV. CV.CVC: 

pu.gya.pu.y6h/  hornbill 

Most  words  in  the  corpus  are  disyllabic.  There 
are  only  fifteen  words  of  one  syllable.  Thirteen  of  these  are 
of  the  shape  CVC  and  there  is  one  CV  and  one  CCV.  There  is  a 
number  of  polysyllabic  utterances  of  from  three  to  six  syllables 
but  there  is  strong  suspicion  that  these  are  word  groups  rather 

ii 

than  single  words. 


'  \ 


.i  •<  <  ' 
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1*^*2  All  Tani  consonants  occur  in  syllable  initial, 

including  word  initial,  position: 

/p&pu/  egg;  /t£pe/  tattoo;  /ciru?/  men1  s 
wallet;  /kubilh/  rat;  /?id£?/  spicy; 

/ bil^dh/  yesterday;  /dor£lh/  winter,  the  time 
of  plenty  of  food;  /joom£ih/  cloud;  /gorb£rj/ 
shoulder;  / sigoh/  bridge;  /xoonca^/  corner; 
/helodh/  forgive;  /malddh/  roof ;  /neesiih/ 
granary;  enemy;  /ntfndh /  ours ,  plural ; 

/lidiih/  heel;  /l^egdh/  threshold;  /yiloh/ 
echo  or  shadow  or  man*s  spirit;  /re?ek6h /  ceiling. 
Voiceless  stops  occur  with  greater  frequency  than 
other  consonants  in  word  initial  position.  In  the  corpus  of 
412  disyllabic  words,  48$  begin  with  voiceless  stops,  while  about 
10$  begin  with  voiced  stops,  10$  with  nasals,  and  about  15$ 


each  with  fricative  or  resonant. 


;>  c r,  *so  eviij  ll  iJi'V  H  a* 


18 


1.4«3«  The  consonants  /?  h  n  q  r/  occur  word  or 

syllable  finally: -5 

/tarii?/  ant;  /tardh/  mosquitoe; 

/porsln/  .jungle  chicken;  /?ad 
spear;  /md pur/  broken  .jewel. 

1*4.4.  The  following  statement  regarding  permissible 

sequences  of  consonants  is  based  on  the  412  disyllabic  words 
in  the  corpus. 

The  consonant  clusters  charted  below  occur  within 
the  syllable.  Cq  is  the  first  member  of  such  clusters  and 
C2  the  second:^ 


c2 

C1 

y 

r 

p 

✓ 

\S 

b 

✓ 

V 

g 

\s 

\S 

X 

S' 

m 

s' 
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Exampl es : 

/lipy£h/  skin;  /prfn7i/  eight; 

/by66p££h/  hat;  /koobrUrj/  bracelet; 

/gyubu?/  heat;  /gruntarj/  matchmaker  or 
mediator  in  a  quarrel;  / taxri?/  louse; 

/myo6p£h/  floor;  /?armr£g/  name; 

It  is  very  probable  that  all  Tani  morphemes  are 
monosyllabic*  Hence,  consonant  clusters  occurring  across 
syllable  boundaries  cross  morpheme  boundaries  as  well.  The 
following  consonant  clusters  occur  across  syllable  boundaries; 

is  the  syllable  final  consonant,  first  member  of  the  cluster. 
C2  is  the  syllable  initial  consonant  or  consonant  cluster, 


second  member  of  the  cluster. 


re  tni/JLo  StuiaoBcic  ti  c  'hi 
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C2 

rH 

o 

P 

t 

c 

k 

b 

d 

3 

g 

S 

X 

m 

n 

1 

r 

y 

py 

mr 

m 

v/ 

✓ 

/ 

v' 

n 

>/ 

y 

V 

j 

. 

\ 

n/ 

.  - 

V 

r 

y 

✓ 

v/ 

✓ 

V' 

✓ 

>✓ 

v' 

v/ 

? 

n/ 

k 

v' 

b 

— 

v/ 

— 

— 

Exarapl es : 

/dlimpe/  braid;  /  ?tbir6h/  poison; 

/ saampySh/  earth- carrying  basket; 
/j££ntiiuh/  rat;  /?£ncl/  other  mother, 
term  of  address  for  father *s  wife  other 
than  one*s  own  mother;  /leendah/  road; 


/sens!?/  old,  dried  up;  /neeijkS?/  Decanber; 


' 
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/laarjgtih/  throat;  /marpuiih/  corn  tassel; 

/h£rti/  foam;  /parkuuh/  crooked;  /gorbdr }/ 
shoulder;  / tarddd/  meat  chunga.  bamboo  container; 
/pirglr^/  vulture;  /sars6h/  millet;  /gor  x£r)/ 
armpit;  /kurmdh/  grasshopper;  /rjaarnilh/ 
laughing ;  /kirllry/  elbow;  /?£?kooh/  short; 
/armr&r)/  name;  /tabbusan/  python  /pakkuh/ 
sparrow. 

1.4.5*  Ar^r  of  the  six  vowels  occurring  singly  may  occur 

syllable  initially  ana  medially.  All  except  /o/  and  /a/  occur 
utterance  finally : 

/tiyl?/  sweet;  /d£n 71/  sun;  /?idi?/  spices; 
/laijari/  wrist;  /kubdh/  rat;  /kand/  seven; 
/?emar/  dew;  /paj6?/  duck;  /tXpe/  tattoo; 
/yalAij/  stone;  / kocl?/  bitter;  /yal6h/ 


echo,  shadow,  man's  spirit. 
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/ i/  and  /u/ 


1.4o6o 

restriction, 


All  doubled  vowels  occur  syllable  medially. 

occur  utterance  finally: 

/mllpyAAh/  early  rice;  /hi£ri£/  Hari.  one 

of  the  seven  Apa  Tani  villages;  /t£ri?/  hail; 

/^££lah/  owl;  /?as£fh/  bite;  /puuliih/  white; 

/marpiSuh/  corn  tassel;  /tardtiiS/  meat  chungs. 

bamboo  vessel;  /?e«n£h/  dream;  /saandiah/ 

pillar  or  post;  /so?ok66h/  chin. 

The  corpus  contains  the  following  vowel  clusters: 
/ oa/;  /au/;  /ii/;  /ui/; 

/ko&ah/  nine;  /?au?/  cane  tail;  /rjli/  fish; 
/koah /  large  grasshopper;  / ?ui?/  spirit,  god. 
The  following  tonal  patterns  occur  without 

/V  /V  /n/  /n/t 


/hlmS/  child;  /t£je/  true;  /k£dilh/  plain; 


rumoo  \u\  bn* 
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earth;  /?  a?kooh/  short;  /?dud6h/  house; 
/mllloh/  husband;  /?almii  /  cat;  /saidllh/ 
orchard;  /kipaa?/  wild  banana;  /taml?/  fly; 

/ pul66h/  moon;  / puuldh/  white;  / saapoh/  log; 
/peepud?/  reed  mat. 

Syllables  containing  long  vowels  and  having  high- 
low  (/tfV/)  or  low-high  (/W/)  tone  occur  only  in  word  initial 
positions 

/?dane/  mother;  /?a£teh/  paternal  uncle  or 
elder  brother. 


•  n  c  a 
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Notes* 

"*■  The  treatment  of  vowel  doubling  and  tone  in  this 
description  must  be  considered  tentative.  The  corpus  contains 
material  which  points  to  the  possibility  that  some  as  yet  un¬ 
determined  factor  is  conditioning  vowel  doubling*  There  are 
examples  of  the  same  morpheme  containing  a  doubled  vowel  in 
a  disyllabic  utterance  and  a  single  one  in  a  polysyllabic 

utterance: 

/paar6h/  chicken;  /pardrodnih/  hen; 

/peepud?/  reed  mat;  /peeput£hlh/  bed  bug; 
/pul6<5h/  moon;  /pul6huut6h/  moonlight. 

Most  examples  of  minimal  and  subminimal  pairs  showing 
contrast  between  single  and  doubled  vowels  contain  the  same 
morpheme: 

/  sllmih/  it;  /  slki/  its;  /  i}llmih/  me; 

/rj£ki/  mine;  /mdki/  his;  /m66mih/  him; 

/hel66h/  forgive;  /heerdh/  a  sore  heart*  can*t 
forgive* 


:  u>r  a,  r  jiv 
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Examples  of  short  vowel  plus  final  consonant  in  free 
variation  with  long  vowels 

/buruh/  [burnShr^  burtid]  alligator; 

/taslr 3/  [tasl^^  tasll ]  shrimp; 

/; yopatoh/  [yopa£toh~ yoopatoh]  Hindi 
map  karna,  leave  it,  overlook  it  (imp.) 

p 

Without  direct  access  to  informants  it  was  impossible 
to  check  suspicious  material  in  frames.  While  it  is  clearly 
established  that  there  are  at  least  two  phonemic  tones  in  the 
language,  the  possibility  that  there  are  more  than  two  is  not 
excluded. 

For  example,  one  of  the  only  two  minimal  pairs  in  the  corpus 
showing  contrast  between  single  and  doubled  vowels  also  shows 
contrast  between  high  and  much  higher  tone: 

/?ad6h/  [?ad£*h]  spices;  /?ad66h/ 


[?ad<5:h]  distant 


to  c  • 
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There  are  a  number  of  examples  of  the  same  morpheme 
showing  alternation  between  high  and  low  tone.  In  the  example 
cited  below,  the  tone  of  the  second  syllable  in  the  words  has 
been  established  by  checking  with  marker  /l£a?-/  whose  high- 
low  tone  is  stable  throughout,  / l£s  ?-/  is  the  marker  for  the 
arm  and  hand,  /li-/  the  marker  for  parts  of  the  leg  and  foot, 
/l£a?pr6h/  palm  of  the  hand; 

/laa?plrj/  back  of  the  hand; 

/laa?cli/  finger;  /laan£/  thumb. 

But  / llproh/  sole  of  the  foot; 

/liplr}/  arch  of  the  foot; 

/lid?/  toe;  /l£ni/  big  toe, 

3  The  predominant  patterns  are  CVCVC  and  CVCV,  Of  the 
412  disyllabic  words  in  the  corpus,  345  are  of  the  shape  CVCVC 
or  CVCV;  6 7  are  CVCCVC  or  CVCCV. 

^  All  verb  roots  in  the  corpus  are  monosyllabic.  In  their 
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“secret  language”  Tani  students  reverse  syllables  of  words 
without  disturbing  meaning.  For  example,  when  asking  a 
fellow  student  for  a  cigarette  within  earshot  of  the  teacher, 
a  student  will  say  /komuh/  instead  of  /mdkuli/  smoke, 
tobacco. 

Markers  for  the  various  classes  of  nouns  are  monosyllabic. 
Kinship  terras  begin  with  /?a-/,  names  of  edible  animals  with 
/si-/,  of  insects  with  / ta-/,  of  female  beings  with  /ya_/,  or 
birds  with  /pa-/  or  /par-/. 

Also  polysyllabic  utterances  can  be  shown  to  consist  of 
monosyllabic  prefix  plus  numbers  of  monosyllabic  verb  and  noun 

roots. 

pa  -  r6  -  r<56  -  nih  hen 

bird  marker  -  chicken  -  (reduplication)  -  mother 

^  The  corpus  contains  a  number  of  Hindi  and  Assamese 


loans.  Of  these  only  two  seem  incompletely  assimilated  into  the 


. 

. 
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Tani  system  as  regards  final  consonants,  Assamese  /ion/ 
from  English  lamp  is  Tani  /lean/.  Hindi  /kitab/  book  is 
Tani  /xee t£b/  [xeet^V], 

^  An  alternative  analysis  would  treat  [  ty  dy  ny  ly  ] 
as  consonant  clusters  / ty  dy  ny  ly/  rather  than  as  unit  phonemes 
/  c  j  n7  1^/.  Or,  because  stops  /p  b  g/  occur  as  first  member 
of  consonant  clusters  with  /y/  as  does  the  nasal  /m/,  it  would 
have  been  possible  to  posit  palatalized  series  of  stops  and 
nasals.  The  following  factors  entered  into  the  decision  to 
treat  these  as  unit  phonemes  instead: 

In  the  corpus  /c  j/  occur  twice  as  often  as  /py  by  gy/ 
together,  while  there  are  45  occurences  of  /rF/  compared  to 
4  of  /my/ c 

Once  /c  j/  have  been  considered  unit  phonemes,  treatment 
of  [hyly]  as  units  frff  17/  fills  out  the  alveopalatal  series. 

The  Tani  informants  were  rather  sophisticated  and  they  considered 


that  there  were  two  l's  in  their  language. 
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Areal  considerations  make  it  seem  reasonable  to  treat 
/c  j  iW7  as  unit  phonemes.  Tani  is  already  being  written 
with  Devanagari  symbols  for  / c  j/.  In  the  surrounding  Nisi 
dialects  fr&f  and  /l^/  are  definitely  single  phonemes  and 
it  will  probably  be  considered  advisable  to  set  up  a  common 
alphabet  for  Nisi  and  Tani  if  at  all  possible. 
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1.5  APPENDIX 


The  following  corpus  has  been  alphabetized  insofar  as 
is  possible  according  to  the  Devanagari  system* 


1. 

?aa? 

mind 

2. 

?a  d? 

cane  tail 

3. 

?aduhasun£ih 

bathing 

4. 

?aki? 

dog 

5. 

?aakdh 

maternal  uncle 

6. 

?ak6t£h 

another 

7. 

?£?kooh 

short 

8. 

?aguij 

mouth 

9. 

?a4ci 

father's  brother’s  wife 

• 

O 

rH 

?£ci 

pain 

11. 

?ajin 

friend 

12. 

?aj  Ih 

paddy  field 

13. 

?ajuh 

features 

14* 

?4ju?ay£4h 

beautiful  features 

15. 

?5jugaari4tth 

ugly  features 

o 

\o 

1 — 1 

?5nylh 

two 

17. 

?££tuh 

baby,  small  or  young  thing 

18. 

?4atah 

elder  sister  or  paternal  aunt 

19. 

?aateh 

elder  brother  or  paternal  uncle 

20. 

?£atoh 

lord  (term  of  address  for  father. 

in-law,  grandfather) 

21* 

?ad£ijaci 

headache 

. 
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22. 

?adarj 

spear 

23. 

?adli} 

head 

24o 

?ad6h 

spices 

25  o 

?ado6h 

distant 

26. 

?£naxah 

mature  woman 

27. 

?£ntih 

younger  brother 

28. 

?£ane 

mother 

29. 

?an££h 

leaf 

30. 

?ancl 

step  mother,  father’s  younger 

wife 

31. 

cooked  rice 

32. 

lApui-VTl? 

bow  and  arrow 

33° 

faptipiillrpian 

bud 

34. 

?apul£luh 

flower 

35. 

?abuh 

many 

36. 

?  abtiuh 

fertile 

37. 

1ab&.r) 

hot,  spicy 

38. 

?&6bi.h 

father 

39. 

?ab££xah 

householder,  mature  man 

40. 

?aamll 

cat 

41. 

?44mih 

tail 

42. 

?£ml 

maternal  aunt 

43. 

?aml  ? 

eye 

44. 

?amlih 

shade 

45. 

?£mU 

fur 

46. 

?£mu 

false 

46 
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47. 

?aam£ 

48. 

?£su?aleh 

» 

49. 

?as££h 

50. 

?axaci 

51. 

?£xrih 

52. 

?ah£doh 

53. 

?al4ah 

54. 

?£ali 

55. 

?al6h 

56. 

?alo6h 

57. 

?aiyarj 

58. 

?aiy  £r}dah 

59. 

?alyil 

60. 

?aiyi? 

61. 

,?aiyil?asli 

62. 

?£iyi?aar6h 

63. 

?al^ llpacl ? 

64. 

?aiy  fiy 11 tan 

65. 

?aiy  e? 

66. 

?aiye?4tuh 

67. 

?al^^g6h 

68. 

?aiyoh 

69. 

Tal^oh 

70. 

^arilmbuiyoh 

71. 

?aari 

72. 

?aar£lh 

daughter-in-law 

lazy,  slow 

bite 

stomache  ache 

comb 

itch 

hand 

leg,  foot 

wing 

bone 

ten 

tenth  day 

Pig 

wind 

dtraw  bedding 

monsoon 
farrowing  pen 

herd  of  pigs 

door 

window  (baby  door) 

threshold 

skin 

tongue 

beside 

hip 

horn 
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73. 

?arg6? 

quiver 

74. 

?argllh 

ridge 

75. 

?4£rd£h 

tomorrow 

76. 

farmra^ 

name 

77. 

?ay££h 

good,  beautiful 

78. 

? ay amah 

bad 

79  o 

?£yamisi 

old  woman 

80. 

?iyl 

teeth 

81. 

?ayll 

blood 

82. 

?ayiln 

equal 

83. 

?aylnsi£d6h 

equal  (comparison  of  two  things) 

84. 

?£yibyayu^ 

tomato 

85. 

?£y6keen  t  eh 

thick  quilt 

86. 

?a£yoh 

father’s  sister’s  husband. 

grandmother 

87. 

?igyih 

ghost 

88. 

?icah 

dys  entry 

89. 

?iceh 

few 

90. 

?iciriiml.h 

spider 

91. 

?inyfh 

sweet  potato 

92. 

tin? eh 

taro 

93. 

?lndoh 

walking 

94. 

?imin£h 

sleeping 

95. 

?impy6h 

first 

96. 

UlW 

dao  (knife?) 

• 
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9  7. 

?llyah 

98. 

?fyalifh 

99. 

?uk<56by££goh 

100. 

?iiguh 

101. 

?tigupirlh 

102. 

?tiiid$h 

103- 

?&lde?aby£h 

104. 

?udes£r£r) 

105. 

?iinesenk<5h  < 

Mnes  Snxoh 

106. 

?dmroh 

107. 

?uura^ 

108. 

?ui? 

109. 

?eenti 

no. 

?eendaah 

lllo 

?eendiih  or 

?eendiih 

112. 

?emaanih 

113. 

?eemah 

114. 

?emar 

115. 

?6emoh 

116. 

?em6? 

117. 

?6em66?eluh 

118. 

?e?empyah 

119. 

?  eiy  a  I) 

120. 

?eere? 

mother^  sister fs  husband 

.jackal  (Assamese  loan) 

west  platform 

hearth 

frame  of  the  hearth 

house 

ladder  outside  the  house 

centre  post 

scab 

poison 

wave 

spirit,  god 

October 

May 

rice  seedlings 

dreaming 

dream 

dew 

paddy,  (unhusked  rice) 

November 
rice  stalk 

cotton 

head  of  a  cereal  grain 

stomach 


. 


TO"* 


■ 


39 


121. 

?idX? 

122. 

?ipinan 

123. 

?6<5h 

124. 

?ooh 

125. 

kacoh 

126. 

kado?ayi 

127. 

ka  nd 

128. 

kanddah 

129. 

kapadoh 

130. 

kaapyoh 

131. 

kadrdh 

132. 

karnih 

133. 

karpyoh 

134. 

kurj  or  ko^ 

135. 

kuclh 

136. 

kdpuh 

137. 

kubdh 

138. 

kulddh 

139. 

kurradh 

140. 

keenteh 

141. 

keeli 

142. 

kijih 

143. 

kldllh 

144. 

kipaa? 

145. 

kilih 

hot,  spicy 

broom 
rice  beer 

tall 

dirty 

brin.jal 

seven 

seventh  day 

seeing 

beautiful  to  see 
ugly,  (can*t  look I ) 

last 

first 

one 

near 

ear  of  corn 

rat 

wild  banana 
large  grasshopper 

quilted  blanket 

trowel 
let*s  go* 

land 
banana 
lets  go? 


■ 
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146c 

kilesliySh 

river  bank 

147. 

kileh 

Kile  River 

148. 

kirlr) 

energetic 

149. 

kirlip 

elbow 

150. 

ko£h 

grasshopper 

151. 

koAAh 

nine 

152. 

koAAdah 

ninth  day 

153. 

koci? 

bitter 

154. 

koobff? 

i 

cabbage  (Assamese  loan) 

155. 

koobrirj 

bracelet 

156. 

kodloh 

day  before  yesterday 

157. 

gaandah 

world,  earth 

158. 

gaaroh 

field,  a  measure  of  land 

159. 

garn^oh 

a  land  measure 

160. 

gAheddh 

yawning 

161. 

goormlh 

moustache 

162. 

godmpih 

beard 

163. 

goorAh 

horse  (Assamese  loan) 

164. 

gorbay 

shoulder 

165. 

gorxA^ 

armpit 

166. 

grtiticl 

lower  class 

167. 

grtiuti 

upper  class 

168. 

gruntAr^ 

matchmaker 

169. 

gyahamAh 

leafy  vegetable 

170. 

gyubu? 

heat 

' 


: 
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171. 

naarniih 

172. 

rjildntimih 

173. 

i^tfnuh 

174® 

nunuh 

175  0 

r^li 

176. 

ipiisipiri 

177. 

r^iki 

178. 

^linyimih 

179. 

r^in7ih 

180® 

r^n^  ih 

181® 

rjiimih 

182® 

r^lilah 

183. 

rjooh 

184. 

cibah 

185® 

cllrih 

186. 

ciru7 

187® 

jd^ntiitih 

188® 

jii 

189® 

190® 

jlitakd? 

191® 

jil^Ah 

192® 

je?ebll 

193® 

joomilh 

194® 

nya^an^o7 

195® 

ny  s.g&X) 

laughing 
us  (plural) 

we  (plural) 
ours  (plural) 

fish 

fishpond 

mine 

us  (dual) 

we  (dual) 
ours  (dual) 

me 

owl 

I 

men*s  food  pouch 

Tibetan  sword 

purse 

fat 

black 

blue- green 

dirt 

shawl 

mud 

cloud 

careless 

chin 
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196. 

nJaacdh 

li£ 

197. 

nya?£tuh 

knife 

198. 

ny aiy  4yoni 

weak 

199. 

ny im4? 

enemy 

200. 

fmah 

no  one 

201. 

rv7l?im6h 

face 

202. 

ny iby£ah 

quick 

203. 

nyibuh 

priest 

204. 

nyilbbh 

guest 

205. 

nyim 

£irl 

206. 

ny imiyaruh 

rainbow 

207. 

nyimeh 

Tibetan 

208. 

ny Imhfm6 

children 

209. 

ny  imui^ 

grown  girl 

210. 

taiiyamiih 

firefly 

211. 

ta?acih 

crab 

212. 

ta?acinth 

split  wood 

213. 

ta?am<5h 

strong 

214. 

takarli 

star 

• 

H 

CM 

ta?aki? 

216. 

takir 

leopard 

217. 

t£agi 

sickle 

218. 

tar)6?£ldh 

honey 

219. 

ta  jeh 

true 

220. 

tanyi? 

corn 

* 
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221. 

tanyi?anlh 

corn  leaf 

222. 

tan^i^axoh 

mole 

223. 

tAn^iPelyan 

corn,  cob 

224. 

tan^l^axrdh 

corn  stalk 

225. 

tan^l^arplh 

corn  kernel 

226. 

tan^  ipapilh 

popcorn 

22?. 

tatl  f  Srnl  biiddh 

eclipse 

228. 

taa?tlr} 

quilted  blanket 

229. 

tatii 

fro£ 

230. 

tattinih 

broken  stick 

231. 

tadarfi 

worm 

232. 

tanip 

Tani 

233. 

tanilh 

hear 

234. 

tanogorgdh 

snail 

235. 

t&nopaxru 

snail*s  shell 

236. 

tan6h 

mucus 

237. 

t£noh 

thread 

238. 

tapaadoh 

hearing 

239. 

taparlh 

stocks 

240. 

tap^rj 

snow,  ice 

241. 

tapita£mlh 

fledgeling  bird 

242. 

tapurj 

bat 

243. 

tap  6? 

leech 

244. 

tapdh 

spindle 

245. 

tabdr^ 

small  pox 

•£  && 
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246. 

Utah 

247. 

t£&bbus£n 

248. 

tabe?axr<5h 

249. 

t&nl 

250. 

tami? 

251. 

tas£p 

252. 

tas£r}dml? 

253. 

tasl^ 

254. 

taxrl? 

. 

VPi 

C\J 

t£xr£h 

256. 

talA*? 

257. 

tal^rj 

258. 

tallsln 

259. 

tallydrdtih 

260. 

tar  1? 

261. 

tarl? 

262. 

tari? 

263. 

tarlr) 

264. 

tarti? 

2  65. 

tardpul^  6 

2660 

tanih 

2 67. 

tiruh 

268. 

taaruh 

269. 

tiaruh 

270. 

tarta-ju 

snake 
python 
sugar  cane 

grass 

fll. 

bead 

small  bead 

shrimp 

louse 

squirrel 

lock  (Assamese  loan) 

chicken  pox 
death  by  accident 

small,  hot  chillies 

grass 

itch 

hail  or  sleet 
men’s  knee  bands 

ant 

mosquito  net 

mosquito 

vine 

bad  to  drink 

bad  to  hear 

peacock 


'ilat 
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271. 

tarddd 

272. 

tayl? 

• 

(N- 

CM 

tayin 

274. 

tayisitln 

275. 

tiyi? 

276. 

tdiilih 

2 77. 

tilrladdh 

278. 

teerdh 

279. 

teerdydrddh 

280. 

tipe 

281. 

dacarj 

282. 

dacln  patare 

283. 

d£nyl 

284. 

d£nyi?£ag6h 

285. 

d^n^ lc£4g6h 

286. 

dan^ ibyeh^ndoh 

287. 

d£ruh 

288. 

daare?keh 

289  0 

daaruh 

290. 

di?ln£n 

291. 

dinktth 

292. 

diink  <56h 

293. 

diint£? 

bamboo  vessel  for  storing 

meat 

leprosy 

mould 

death  in  a  fit 

sweet 

bamboo  supports 

living 

chillies 

small,  hot  chillies 

tattoo 

metal 

metal  trunk 

sun  (torch) 

west 

east 

sunshine 

summer 

swinging  shelf  above  the 

hearth 
can*t  walk 

pillow 

hair  ornament 

hair  pug 

crown  of  the  head 
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294. 

dlipSh 

295. 

dfpyoh 

296. 

dlpyomah 

297. 

dilmiih 

298. 

diimpii} 

299. 

dilmpe 

300. 

dimsoh  tinoh 

301. 

dlskidii 

302. 

duta£h 

303. 

dutlrjnan 

304. 

ddsduh 

305. 

deempy<5h 

306. 

dipyoh 

307. 

dirtfh 

308. 

dddllh 

309. 

dol^  £byoodoh 

310. 

dorilh 

311. 

dorgiih 

312. 

narl?5yl 

313. 

naardr) 

314. 

na^rdh 

315. 

nibylh 

316. 

nlimih 

317. 

nunuh 

hoe 

thief 

tasteless 

hair 

headband 

braid 

thread  for  tying  hair 

cement 

Data  (Tani  Village) 

low  stool 

being 

mouse 

flavourful 

bad  to  eat 

disease 
light  ning 

winter 

earthworm 

lemon 

fence  for  a  bamboo  grove 

good  smell 

early 

you  (objective) 

you  ( plural ) 
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318. 

neekansultih 

319. 

neerjke? 

320. 

neesilporjih 

321. 

neesdh 

322. 

neertih 

323. 

nlki 

324. 

nin7 ih 

0 

vA 

c\J 

CA 

nllmkaneh 

326. 

nooh 

327. 

rtf  ima? 

328. 

pakkuh 

329. 

pacdh 

330. 

paje? 

• 

1 — 1 

paj6?£tuh 

332. 

paj«? je?ni 

333. 

pajegal£rj 

334. 

paj6?j«?poh 

335. 

patar£ 

336. 

pa£te 

337. 

paatriimi 

338. 

papu 

339. 

paall? 

340. 

palydh 

341. 

paarln 

Pig  P«n 
December 

group  of  granaries 

granary 
bad  smell 

yours 
you  (dual) 

how  many 

you 

enemy 

pigeon 

chick 

duck 

duckling 
female  duck 

duck *s  down 

drake 

box  (Assamese  loan) 

tiger 

spider 

bamboo  hoe 
winding  road 

sparrow 


. 

Anitfaq 
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342. 

paaroK 

343. 

paropactlh 

344. 

paror66nih 

345. 

paroro?6poh 

346. 

parkuuh 

347. 

pardah 

348. 

p£yopaac6h 

349. 

piindar^ 

350. 

pilan 

351. 

piiiiah 

352. 

pugyapuyoh 

353* 

pujodaa 

354. 

pujooh 

355* 

pun^ilh 

356. 

putatA^eh 

357* 

puta?£milh 

358. 

put  ah 

359. 

puutuh 

360. 

puddlSendah 

361. 

punuh 

362. 

pupare 

363. 

puuldh 

364. 

pul^ iitalbyoh 

365. 

pul  eh 

chicken 

chick 

hen 

cock 

crooked 

straight 

thank  you 

short  walls  of  house 

yellow 

crow 

hornbill 

after 

before 

spoon 

flock  of  birds 

feather 

bird 

hill 

mountain  pass 

brain 

butterfly 

white 

hut 

feather 
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366. 

pul6huut<5h 

367. 

puuiy 6  c£n£n 

368. 

puuiy eh 

369. 

peecah 

370. 

peepuu? 

371. 

peeput^btih 

372. 

pi  je 

373. 

plimi 

374. 

pisisaani 

375  0 

piim 

376. 

pirgln 

377. 

p  o?olan 

378. 

pokayalan 

379. 

porsin 

380. 

p  raatih 

381. 

pra£reh 

382. 

prl n^ i 

383. 

prlnyidah 

384. 

baatlij 

385. 

balup£pu 

386. 

b£rmi 

387. 

biijeh 

388. 

binlih 

moonlight 

loom 

cloth 

fruit 
reed  mat 

bed  bug 

July 

June 

pine  tree 

four 

vulture 

pasture 

brick  (Assamese  concrete 

plus  Tani  stone) 

.jungle  chicken 

brown  rice 

early  rice 

eight 

eighth  day 

half  gate 

seedling 
younger  sister 
bamboo,  bamboo  grove 

£ive 


.(  e 
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339= 

buruh 

alligator 

390. 

beenlh 

praying  (Nisi  loan) 

391  o 

bipi? 

below 

392. 

bilaAh 

Bela  (Tani  Village) 

393° 

bili  9 

fruit 

394. 

biiy  oh 

yesterday 

395° 

b6?6goh 

irrigation  ditch 

396. 

bortatabuh 

scorpion 

397. 

braararj 

stand  for  husking  block 

398. 

byakiiu  ? 

onion 

399. 

byaagoh 

east  platform  of  the  house 

400. 

byopAgalA^ 

hat  feather 

401. 

byoopA&h 

hat 

402. 

many  An 

friend 

403. 

ma?ab<5h 

brother-in-law 

404. 

mal6oh 

roof 

405. 

marpuuh 

corn  tassel 

406. 

mi?tiyal6h 

eyebrow 

407. 

mlclbaAmln 

Mi  chi  Bamin  (Tani  Village) 

408. 

mltih 

master 

409. 

mitrilmlsi 

old  man  (mitru-Assamese  loan?) 

410. 

midlr) 

seedling  bed 

411. 

mllpyaah 

early  rice 

412. 

misArj 

Nisi 

.eo*i 

• 
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413. 

mis! 

old  man 

414. 

mihl 

wife 

415. 

mlfloh 

husband 

416  c 

miyajAp 

wives  other  than  the  first 

417. 

miyax£h 

first  wife 

418  c 

myutopeh 

crowd  of  men 

419. 

myusini 

corpse 

420. 

mu?ugoh 

EP-9-1 

421. 

muksudiih 

pipe,  smoke 

422 . 

muditamuh 

betel  (Assamese  tamul) 

423  o 

mudu? 

broken  valuable 

424. 

mudar^taageh 

Modang  Tage  (Tani  Village) 

425. 

mud6h 

rain 

426. 

milpur 

broken  valuable 

42?. 

mula^jah 

all 

428. 

muruumpuld 

January  month  (moon) 

429. 

imikkuh 

tobacco 

430. 

mijaAtli  kuh 

finished 

431. 

mltih 

fix 

432. 

midArjdoh 

touching 

433. 

milfoil 

flame 

434. 

mirah 

slave 

435. 

mlruh 

hard  to  do 

436. 

moo  ^n^iki 

theirs  (dual) 

. 
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437  o 

m66?£nyimih 

438. 

mo6?an^ih 

439  o 

m66?aluk 

440. 

m66?£luh 

441. 

mo6?alumih 

442. 

mdki 

443. 

mo6mih 

444. 

mo  oh 

445. 

modruh 

446. 

moor^Sh 

447. 

mydkdpdld 

448. 

myddpih 

449. 

myodblih 

450. 

myoox^h 

451. 

sUdilh 

452. 

s^lnal^oh 

453. 

sainah 

454. 

saand££h 

455. 

saapoh 

456. 

saabe? 

457. 

saampuh 

•£- 

V_n 

00 

• 

saampoh 

459. 

saampylh 

460. 

salyi? 

them  (dual) 

they  (dual) 
theirs  (plural) 

they  (plural) 

them  (plural) 

his,  hers 

him,  her 

him,  her 

cheek 

.jungle 

March 

floor 

orchard 

floor 

orchard 

bark 

tree 

pillar 

1°K 

key  (Assamese  loan) 

large  bead 

basket 

earth-carrying  basket 

blue- green 
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461. 

sa?ariy 

sa?arir}d6h 

462. 

sarc^h 

463. 

saardd? 

464 o 

sars&h 

465. 

slk^n^ iki 

466. 

/ 

siki 

467. 

sicd? 

468. 

sinyoplslni 

469. 

sllmih 

4?0. 

slih 

471. 

suduu 

472. 

subdtdneh 

473. 

subur^ 

474. 

suliluh 

475. 

se?eh 

476. 

segan 

477. 

sensi? 

478. 

s££?atuh 

479  c 

s££?uudeh 

480. 

s£teh 

481. 

sidln 

482. 

s£goh 

483. 

sibiir) 

common  cold 

torn  cloth 

torn  into  small  pieces 

millet 
its  (dual) 

itas  (sg.) 

irrigation  channel 

natural  death 

it  ( ob.j  o ) 

it 

bamboo  vessel 

herd  of  methan 

sheep 

fence 

carrying  band  of  basket 

stream 

lean,  dried  up 

calf 

cow  shed 

elephant 

deer 

bridge 

goat 


• 
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484. 

siblh 

monkey 

485. 

siiboh 

male  methan  (bos  frontalis) 

43  6. 

siimih 

sand 

487. 

siimih 

female  methan 

488. 

slsoh 

.jungle  cat 

489. 

slih 

cow 

490. 

sllhllboh 

bull 

491. 

silbh 

today 

492. 

sir  eh 

.jungle  pig 

493* 

s6?oko?£loh 

.jaw  bone 

494. 

s6?ok66h 

chin 

495* 

so6h 

here 

496. 

SOOjIr} 

lizard 

497* 

soonilh 

play 

s 

00 

O 

sooplij 

house  lizard 

499. 

xunyil 

husking  pole 

500. 

xuyi? 

sour 

501. 

xtih 

old 

502. 

xeet£b 

book  (Hindi  loan) 

v_n 

O 

VjO 

• 

xe?eniih 

crying 

504. 

xrli 

six 

505. 

xlini 

navel 

506. 

xootiluh 

hair  ornament 

507. 

xooncar^ 

corner 

• 

.loi 
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508. 

xoondarj 

509. 

ha?aldh 

510. 

haagyAh 

511. 

haarj 

512. 

han^  ah 

513. 

haatah 

514. 

haadlih 

515  c 

haapah 

516. 

haaplrj 

517. 

haabyArj 

518. 

hamarj 

519. 

haasdh 

520. 

haaldh 

521. 

ha^lo 

522. 

hal^a^ci 

523. 

hal^  ixj 

524. 

haal^ 

525. 

haiyar^braydn 

526, 

haal^ in 

527. 

haArllh 

528. 

harti 

529. 

harlAp 

530. 

hiikaalA^amih 

531. 

hirj 

short  walla  of  a  house 

branch 

gate 

Hang  (Tani  village) 

last  child 

chest 

anger 

plateau 

mist 

breast 

vegetables 

slow 

clan 

September 

death  on  the  plains 

cave 

plainsman 

potato 

April 

Hari  (Tani  village) 

foam 

thigh 

smiling 

three 
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532. 

hijaah 

Hi.ia  (Tani  village) 

533. 

hiibtih 

beak 

534. 

him  6 

boy, child 

535. 

hu?urlr) 

cane  belt 

536. 

hubytlh 

scabbard 

537. 

hiiuh 

who 

538. 

*  hillih 

boil  (noun) 

539. 

hul^i? 

lard 

540. 

he? 6  t$h 

irrigation  ditch  inside 

rice  plot 

541. 

henkdrenkiraah 

careless  (doesn’t  think) 

542. 

hencimah 

careless  (doesn’t  know  to  think) 

543. 

heSndlpatakah 

thoughtful 

544. 

held6h 

forgive 

54 5. 

heenlh 

hurt  mind  (can’t  forgive) 

546. 

hiiktih 

finish 

54?. 

hir<5h 

first  child 

548. 

hoogyah 

leopard 

549. 

hoollh 

fruit 

550. 

la?iij 

■nail 

551. 

la?acli 

finger 

552. 

la?£cih 

left 

553. 

la?atdh 

open  hand 

554. 

la?apuh 

fist 

:  .  '‘it 
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555. 

Ia7ani 

556. 

laanc£i} 

557. 

lancusdddh 

» 

558. 

li^aplij 

559. 

la?ap6kiipuh 

560. 

la?apr6h 

561. 

la?ablh 

562. 

laijari 

563. 

larjkuuh 

56  4. 

laarjgdh 

565. 

ladmlrir) 

566. 

laancarj 

567. 

laampoh 

368. 

laxrih 

569. 

laaruh 

570. 

laardh 

571. 

lukuuh 

572. 

luuc£? 

573. 

lumah 

574. 

ldjeh 

575. 

lumuuh 

576. 

liiruh 

577. 

leeijgoh 

578. 

le?ec£h 

thumb 

red 

silver  smoking  pipe 

back  of  the  hand 

muscle 

palm  of  the  hand 

right 

wrist 

sitting  crooked 

throat 

elbow 

red 

back  of  the  neck 

cold 

can*t  be  taken 
flint  and  tinder 

crooked  talk 

veranda 

root 

truthful 
liar,  lying 

bad  to  say 

courtyard 
fibre  rain  coat 


•  •  e 
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579. 

leendah 

path 

580. 

leem 

lamp  (Assamese  -  English  loan) 

581. 

le?erah 

knapsack 

582. 

ligarddh 

bent 

583. 

lie  1? 

toe 

584. 

liduh 

heel 

Ox 

co 

Cn 

. 

lini 

big  toe 

586  o 

liipah 

middle  child 

587. 

liplr^ 

arch  of  the  foot 

588. 

liprdh 

sole  of  the  foot 

589. 

lipyah 

skin 

590. 

libai) 

knee 

591  o 

libusini 

death  in  childbirth 

592 . 

limlyaldh 

ankle 

593. 

lisl£? 

straw 

594. 

lis Import ©h 

calf 

595. 

1^  eg6h 

threshold 

596. 

raak6? 

tortoise 

597. 

rlldah 

third  day 

598. 

rib6dah 

fourth  day 

599. 

rixidah 

sixth  day 

600. 

ril^ Indah 

fifth  day 

601. 

ruutlr^ 

large  earrings  (women* s) 

602  „ 

rdunih 

mad 
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603. 

ruuplr^ 

604. 

re?ekeh 

605* 

re^&ddh 

606. 

ri?ibln 

607. 

rdrjetah 

608. 

ro?ot£i}roolar} 

609 . 

y£?apr6h 

610  0 

ya£gi 

611. 

ya  i)6 

612. 

yatarj 

613. 

yadli) 

614. 

yaan££h 

615. 

yaapah 

616. 

yaplr) 

617. 

yaplrjhdldh 

618. 

yapurjagdh 

619. 

yapur^gehenddh 

620. 

yaapuh 

621. 

yaapupuuiy  eh 

622. 

yam  taanih 

623. 

yapuuh 

624. 

ylmuh 

625. 

yasih 

626  c 

yasdpatare 

earrings  (men *  s ) 

ceiling 

tired 

terraced  field 

again 

flock  of  chickens 

dry  field 

basket 

five 

bread,  biscuit 

clothes  box 

leaf 

young  man 

nose 

ornamental  nose  plugs 

sky 

thunder 

shawl 

sheet 

smoking 

name  for  white  female  methun 

fire 
water 
cane  trunk 
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627. 

yasdh 

628. 

yastudoh 

629. 

yaspadlrjhaaddh 

630  c 

y£shiild<5h 

631 0 

yashflni 

632. 

yaxe 

633  0 

yal£r> 

634. 

yalar) 

635. 

yalarjl  a  rjtiin 

636. 

yaldh 

63?. 

yaruruupirj 

6380 

yuugyar) 

639. 

yopat6h 

640  c 

yooh 

641c 

yorxrui) 

642  c 

yorkiih 

643. 

yorniih 

644 0 

yorbipdr^xoh 

645. 

yorbiVi 

646 0 

yorlduh 

cane 

flood- 

tributary 

lake 

water  conduit 
name  for  a  black  cow 

name  for  a  red  cow 

stone 

boulder 

shadow»  echo,  spirit  of  man 

wooden  ear  plugs 

altar 
leave  it? 

meat 

blackpeppcr 

old  chillies 

new  chillies 

valley 

mountain 

garden 
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